
Leading the way to healthy 
Canadian landscapes 

�ĜĹåĬ±ĹÚ�ĜŸ�ŅĹ�ƋĘå�ÏƚŸŞ�Ņü�±Ĺ�åƻÏĜƋĜĹč�ĹåƵ�ÏĘ±ŞƋåų�ĜĹ�ĜƋŸ�ĬŅĹčěŸƋ±ĹÚĜĹč�
urban greening work. A value chain-wide consortium is being 
established to help address common urban landscape challenges and 
will be accompanied by new infrastructure on the Vineland campus 
dedicated to greening Canada’s landscapes.  

Urban greening, the creation of greenspace in urban environments, is a 
ĩåƼ�ÆƚĜĬÚĜĹč�ÆĬŅÏĩ�ĜĹ�ĀčĘƋĜĹč�ÏĬĜĵ±Ƌå�ÏĘ±Ĺčå�±ĹÚ�åĹŸƚųĜĹč�ŸƚŸƋ±ĜĹ±ÆĬå�
living in our towns and cities. Unfortunately, tree failure in urban 
ŞĬ±ĹƋĜĹčŸ�ĜŸ�åƻƋųåĵåĬƼ�ĘĜčĘØ�±�ÏŅŸƋĬƼ�ŞųŅÆĬåĵ�üŅų�ĵƚĹĜÏĜŞ±ĬĜƋĜåŸ�±ĹÚ�ƋĘå�
landscape industry. 

�Ę±ƋűŸ�ƵĘƼØ�üŅų�ĵŅųå�ƋĘ±Ĺ�±�ÚåÏ±ÚåØ��ĜĹåĬ±ĹÚ�Ę±Ÿ�ÆååĹ�±Ƌ�ƋĘå�üŅųåüųŅĹƋ�Ņü�
research into how to improve tree survival and increase the sustainability 
of urban trees and shrubs through its Greening the Landscape program.

Ů�ĘĜŸ�ĹåƵ�ĜĹĜƋĜ±ƋĜƴå�ĜŸ�±ÆŅƚƋ�±ÚÚųåŸŸĜĹč�ųåŸå±ųÏĘ�č±ŞŸ�ƋĘ±Ƌ�±ųå�ÏŅĵĵŅĹ�
across the whole stakeholder spectrum and being able to identify 
and trial solutions in real world landscapes that will have widespread 
ÆåĹåĀƋŸØŰ�Ÿ±ƼŸ�%±ųÆƼ�aÏ:ų±ƋĘØ��ĜĹåĬ±ĹÚűŸ��åĹĜŅų��åŸå±ųÏĘ��ÏĜåĹƋĜŸƋ�
ĜĹ�)ĹƴĜųŅĹĵåĹƋ±Ĭ�BŅųƋĜÏƚĬƋƚųåţ�Ů�Ęå�åÏŅĹŅĵĜÏ�ĜĵŞ±ÏƋŸ�Ņü�ü±ĜĬåÚ�ƚųÆ±Ĺ�
plantings are considerable and a coordinated approach to horticulture 
research will help increase the competitiveness of the nursery landscape 
sector in a multitude of ways.”

Darby McGrath, 
Senior Research Scientist, 

Environmental Horticulture
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Why it matters:  
dollars that 
make sense

The typical tree lifespan 
alongside a major roadside, 
üŅų�åƻ±ĵŞĬåØ�ĜŸ�ŅĹĬƼ�Āƴå�ƋŅ�
10 years before it dies and 
must be replaced, resulting 
in additional costs to both 
the municipalities and the 
landscape industry. For the 
urban greening industry, 
solving the problems 
behind tree failure is an 
important part of its future 
economic sustainability. 

COVID-19 has made this new 
Vineland venture even more 
timely. A sudden spotlight has 
been put on the availability and 
accessibility of greenspace in 
urban areas, and it is now a hot 
topic for cities trying to re-imagine 
their post-pandemic futures. 

Landscape Ontario is a strong 
supporter of Vineland’s new 
direction in urban horticulture  
and the new consortium. It’s  
ƋĘå�ĹåƻƋ�åƴŅĬƚƋĜŅĹ�Ņü�ƋĘå�
longstanding relationship between 
Vineland and Landscape Ontario, 
a key supporter in the original 
development and launch of 
Vineland as a horticultural 
innovation hub more than a 
decade ago. 

“Landscape Ontario has 
witnessed small investments 
reap huge rewards with respect 
to industry development. Every 
interaction we have had with 
the Vineland team has resulted 
ĜĹ�ĬŅĹčěĬ±ŸƋĜĹč�ÆåĹåĀƋØŰ�Ÿ±ƼŸ�
X±ĹÚŸÏ±Şå�kĹƋ±ųĜŅ�)ƻåÏƚƋĜƴå�
%ĜųåÏƋŅų��ŅĹƼ�%Ĝ:ĜŅƴ±ĹĹĜţ�Ů�Ęå�
activities of the new consortium 
±ĹÚ�ƋĘå�ŞųŅģåÏƋŸ�ĜƋ�ƵĜĬĬ�Ĭå±Ú�±Ƌ�
�ĜĹåĬ±ĹÚ�ƵĜĬĬ�ÆåŸƋŅƵ�ÆåĹåĀƋŸ�üŅų�
generations to come.”   

Landscape Ontario is Ontario’s 
leading horticultural trades 
association and its more than 
2,000 members represent a wide 
range of landscape professionals 
from designers, grounds 
managers and growers to garden 
centres, contractors and lawn 
care specialists. 

“Landscape Ontario is a leader in 
this industry and their support is 
±�ƴŅƋå�Ņü�ÏŅĹĀÚåĹÏå�üŅų��ĜĹåĬ±ĹÚ�
and this new initiative following 
years of partnership and support,” 
says McGrath. “We are a results-
driven organization so having the 
right partners is very important 
— that’s where we will see real 
change happening at the grass 
roots level.” 

Consortium stakeholders 
will include municipalities, 
conservation authorities, the 
provincial government,  
non-governmental organizations, 
suppliers, nurseries, landscape 
professionals, architects, 
professional associations, 
ÚåƴåĬŅŞåųŸ�±ĹÚ�ÏŅĹŸƚĬƋ±ĹƋŸţ��Ęå�
group of founding consortium 
members will play a crucial role 
ĜĹ�ÚåƋåųĵĜĹĜĹč�ƋĘå�ĀųŸƋ�ŸĬ±Ƌå�Ņü�
ŞųŅģåÏƋŸ�ƋĘ±Ƌ��ĜĹåĬ±ĹÚ�ĘŅŞåŸ�
to launch soon. Long-term, 
consortium members will help 
determine research priorities 
for urban greening work at 
�ĜĹåĬ±ĹÚ�ƋŅ�åĹŸƚųå�ƋĘå�ŞųŅģåÏƋŸ�
are relevant to the needs of 
the sector and help support its 
economic success. 

“A coordinated approach to 
horticulture research holds 
ŸĜčĹĜĀÏ±ĹƋ�ƴ±Ĭƚå�±ĹÚ�ƋĘĜŸ�ĜŸ�čŅĜĹč�
to bring everyone in the urban 
greening or urban forestry value 
chain together,” adds McGrath. 
“We’re looking forward to working 
with new participants as this 
initiative unfolds.”

https://www.vinelandresearch.com/research-program/nursery-landscape/

